Liturgy for Congregational Use
June 7th, 2026
Canadian Shield Regional Council AGM Weekend

The Rev. Stewart Walker

Instead of providing a full liturgy, I have opted to provide the liturgical components for you to adapt to your local practice. The prayers focus on the theme of the Canadian Shield Regional Council (CSRC) General Meeting, Hard Places, Holy Ground.

SCRIPTURE:	Exodus 3:1-15, Psalm 33:1-12, Romans 4:13-25, Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26
Please note that this liturgy has been prepared to compliment the theme of the CSRC General Meeting. While the Psalm, Epistle and Gospel are the Revised Common Lectionary readings for this week, the Hebrew Scripture reading is the theme scripture for the CSRC AGM.

HYMN SUGGESTIONS:	Let Us Build a House			MV 1
				Come and Fill Our Hearts 		MV 16
				God of the Bible 			MV 28
				Come, Let Us Sing 			VU 222
				Go to the World! 			VU 420
				Take My Life and Let It Be 		VU 506
				When We Are Living 			VU 581
				We Are Marching 			VU 646

CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: 	Even in the wilderness of our struggles, God calls us by name.
People: 	We gather as Moses did, removing our shoes on holy ground.

Leader: 	In the hard places of life, we discover we do not walk alone.
People: 	God invites us into partnership, into ministry together.

Leader: 	Come, let us worship the God who transforms ordinary moments into sacred encounters.
People: 	We come, ready to serve alongside one another in Christ's name.

PRAYER OF ADORATION AND RECONCILIATION
Leader: 	Holy God, we praise you for your presence in the most unexpected places. Like Moses before the burning bush, we stand amazed that you choose to dwell among us, in our wilderness wanderings and in our daily work. You transform the ordinary into the extraordinary, calling us into sacred partnership with you and with one another.

Yet we confess, O God, that we often resist your call to collaboration. We prefer to work alone, trusting in our own strength rather than in your power working through community. We have overlooked the holy ground beneath our feet and missed opportunities to serve alongside our neighbors. We have judged others as unworthy partners, forgetting that you call tax collectors and sinners to be your disciples.

People: 	Faithful God, like Abraham and Sarah, help us to trust in your promises even when the way forward seems impossible. Create in us hearts willing to work together, hands ready to serve, and eyes open to recognize the sacred in the midst of life's hardships. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Leader: 	Hear the good news! In Christ, there is a new creation. God's grace transforms us and breaks down the walls that divide. God sees the image of the divine in each person and calls us all into partnership in the gospel. In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, restored, and commissioned as co-workers in God's boundless, inclusive kingdom. Thanks be to God!

PRAYER FOR UNDERSTANDING
Leader: 	God of revelation, you spoke to Moses from the burning bush and continue to speak to us today through your Word. As we hear these ancient stories, help us recognize our own calling to ministry. Open our hearts to understand how you invite us to leave our old ways and follow you in service to others. Grant us wisdom to see the holy ground in our own hard places, that we might serve you faithfully together. Through Christ our Lord, Amen.

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
Leader: 	Just as God provided for the Israelites in the wilderness and blessed Abraham beyond measure, God continues to bless us abundantly. Let us now offer our gifts in gratitude, knowing that through our giving, we participate in God's ongoing work of transformation in the world.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Leader:	Gracious God, we offer these gifts as signs of our commitment to serve alongside you and one another.
People: 	Use these offerings and use us, that your kingdom may come and your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION
Leader:	We give you thanks, O God, for calling ordinary people into extraordinary ministry. For Moses, reluctant yet faithful; for Matthew, transformed from tax collector to disciple; for all who have answered your call to serve.
People: 	"God of the burning bush, hear our prayer."
Leader:	We pray for those in hard places today: for communities devastated by natural disasters, for families struggling with poverty, for nations torn by conflict. Send your people to serve alongside those who suffer, that they might know they are not abandoned.
People: 	"God of the burning bush, hear our prayer."

Leader:	We intercede for the church universal, that we might truly collaborate in ministry rather than compete. Break down the walls that divide us. Help us to see past our differences to our common calling as partners in the gospel.
People: 	"God of the burning bush, hear our prayer."

Leader:	We lift up those who feel unworthy of your call, who doubt their gifts for ministry. Remind them, as you reminded Moses, that you will be with them. Encourage them, as you encouraged Abraham, to trust in your promises.
People: 	"God of the burning bush, hear our prayer."

COMMISSION
Leader:	Go now, knowing that the ground on which you stand is holy ground. 
People: 	We go, ready to remove our sandals, for the place where we serve is sacred.

Leader:	Go now, to partner with God in ministries of compassion and justice.
People: 	We go, eager to collaborate with one another, to be the hands and feet of Christ.

Leader:	Go now, trusting that the God who called Moses will be with you always.
People: 	We go, confident that the same God who spoke from the burning bush empowers us for this sacred work.

BENEDICTION
Leader:	May the God of love and justice accompany us. May the Spirit surround us with grace and peace as we walk the way of the Christ. 

Let all those who do justice and love kindness say amen! ... say amen! ... say amen! 
