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MINUTES of the Executive of Canadian Shield Regional Council held on April 7, 2021 at 1:30 
p.m. via Zoom. 
 
PRESENT:  Kathie Smith (Chair), Barb Nott, Joy Galloway, John Watson, Jim Jackson, Stewart 
Walker, Dave Le Grand, Bill Steadman, Maxine McVey, Judith Visser 
 
STAFF:  Peter Hartmans, Susan Whitehead 
 
REGRETS:  Helen Smith, Selina Mullin 
 
Kathie Smith welcomed everyone to the meeting of Executive. 
 
Kathie honoured the traditional lands upon which we meet with the following words: 
 
As we come together in this virtual space, we are mindful that we do so from Traditional 
Territories and unceded lands of the First Nations peoples.  We give thanks for their 
stewardship of the land throughout the ages.  We acknowledge their history comes at a great 
expense as a result of colonization.  We honour their spirituality and their teachings as we 
continue our learnings and un-learnings.  In our acknowledgement, we commit to care for 
creation and walk together with the First Peoples as siblings in healing, in solidarity, in 
reconciliation, and in love. 
 
Kathie then read the CSRC safe space statement:  
 
The Canadian Shield Regional Council Executive, as an affirming community, is a safe place 
that welcomes and includes all people to gather and participate in the life and work of the 
regional council regardless of age, ability, race, cultural background, sexual orientation or 
gender identity.  In this space, all are welcome. 
 
Peter lit the Christ candle and led Executive in worship and a prayer. 
 
 
CHECK-IN 
Executive took time to do a check-in with each other amid the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA  

MOTION by Dave Le Grand/Jim Jackson    2021-04-07-01 
That the agenda for the meeting be approved as circulated.  
CARRIED 
 

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

MOTION by Bill Steadman/John Watson   2021-04-07-02 
That the Minutes of the meetings of the Canadian Shield Regional 
Council Executive held on March 3, 2021 via Zoom, be approved as 
circulated.  
CARRIED 
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RECEIVE MINUTES FROM COMMISSIONS  
  

MOTION by Joy Galloway/Judith Visser   2021-04-07-03 
That the Minutes of the CSRC Support to Communities of Faith 
Commission from January 26, 2021 and February 24, 2021 and the 
Pastoral Relations Commission from February 24, 2021 be received, 
for information. 
CARRIED 

 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
Letter from Bev Oag, UCC Program Coordinator for Duty of Care and Incorporated Ministries, to 
Scott Darling re:  St. Andrew’s Place (Appendix A) 
This letter was from The UCC to St. Andrew’s Place (Sudbury) confirming that St. Andrew’s 
Place is not an Incorporated Ministry with The United Church of Canada. 
 
 MOTION by Peter Hartmans/Jim Jackson   2021-04-07-04 

That the CSRC Executive receive, for information, the letter from Bev 
Oag (The UCC – Incorporated Ministries) confirming that St. Andrew’s 
Place (Sudbury) is not an Incorporated Ministry of The United Church 
of Canada. 
CARRIED 
1 Abstention (Dave Le Grand) 

 
 
HUNTINGTON UNIVERSITY UPDATE 
Peter gave an update on Huntington University and how he has been in regular contact with Kevin 
McCormick, the President of Huntington University, who has been giving regular updates.  Peter 
discussed Laurentian University’s announcement about a separation agreement with all federated 
schools at Laurentian (Huntington, University of Sudbury and Thornloe) that takes effect May 1, 
2021. 
 
 
ELECTION OF GC44 COMMISSIONERS, NOMINATIONS AND MOTION 
Jim Jackson shared that the Nominations Committee have completed the nominations form that 
will be used for the election of GC44 Commissioners that will appear on the CSRC website.  He 
also presented a timeline (Appendix B) that the Committee will use between now and June 10, 
2021 when the General Council Office (GCO) has requested the names of elected 
Commissioners be submitted.  There is an official job description of a GC44 Commissioner that 
will also be posted to the website. 
 
Jim indicated that the nominations should be widely publicized, saying that a letter will be sent to 
all communities of faith requesting they consider nominating candidates to be a Commissioner.    
 
 Motion by Jim Jackson/John Watson     2021-04-07-05 

That the Canadian Shield Regional Council schedule a Zoom meeting 
for Thursday, June 10, 2021 to elect the GC44 Commissioners. 

 
 
AFFIRMING MINISTRY ACTION PLAN 
Peter indicated he received the Affirming Ministry Action Plan from the Affirming Ministry 
Resource Team and shared it with Executive.  After a brief discussion, Executive decided to 
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wait until the next meeting of Executive (May 5, 2021) for approval to give Executive time to 
review the plan in detail. 
 
 
COVID-19 UPDATE  
The Premier of Ontario has instituted a state of emergency for the Province of Ontario for the 
next 4 weeks starting tonight (April 7th) at midnight.  Churches may still have 15% of capacity 
indoors and only the number of people that can keep two metres physical distance from each 
other outdoors. 
 
 
ANTI-RACISM AND ANTI-ASIAN RACISM 
Peter shared a letter that the Shining Waters Regional Council sent out (Appendix C) and 
wondered if the CSRC would like to send the same or a similar one.  It was decided that the 
letter SW sent would be sent out to the network. 
 
 
REGIONAL MEETING UPDATE 
Barb shared that the person she spoke to at the Sudbury Health Unit said we should not do an 
in-person meeting due to covid concerns.  Executive discussed the possibility of having the 
October meeting online again. 
 

MOTION by Dave Le Grand/Stewart Walker   2021-04-07-06 
That the Canadian Shield Regional Council have a virtual Regional 
Council meeting on October 16, 2021 with a Celebration of Ministry 
Service in the evening of October 16, 2021. 

 CARRIED 
 
 
BY-LAW UPDATE CHECK-IN AND FURTURE WORK 
Kathie indicated the team has not met since the last Executive meeting and may meet in the 
next few weeks to complete the by-laws and will report back to Executive. 
 
 
FINANCIAL UPDATE 
Janet MacDonald presented the financial statements from 2019 – 2020.  Another update will be 
coming at the end of the quarter. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
There was no new business. 

 
 
NEXT MEETING DATES:  

• May 5, 2021 at 1:30 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. via Zoom 

• June 2, 2021 at 1:30 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. via Zoom 
 
CLOSING 
Kathie adjourned the meeting at 3:56 p.m. and ended with a reading from Richard Wagamese’s 
book entitled, “Embers” and a prayer. 
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APPENDIX A 

St. Andrew’s Place (Sudbury) Letter from Incorporated Ministries 
 

 
 



Executive Meeting Minutes                                                                                                    Executive 2021, Page 153 

Zoom Meeting     

April 7, 2021 

 
APPENDIX B 

Timeline for Nominating GC44 Commissioners 
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APPENDIX C 

Letter to CSRC Network re: Anti-Asian Racism 
 

 

View this email in your browser  

  

 

 

This email is being sent to all Ministry Personnel, Lay Reps, LLWLs, RC 

Staff, and Communities of Faith in the Canadian Shield Regional Council. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

The Canadian Shield Regional Council Executive want to share this important 

statement from Shining Waters Regional Council and we stand in solidarity 

against Anti- Asian hate, racism and violence. 

 

Kathie Smith, Chair  

Canadian Shield Regional Council 

 

 

  

  

Statement on Anti-Asian Racism, 

Hate and Violence 
   

   

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmailchi.mp%2F536c925d044c%2Fstatement-on-anti-asian-hate-racism-and-violence%3Fe%3Dc6dd36adbc&data=04%7C01%7Cswhitehead%40united-church.ca%7C520c1c0ff4a347c25d7908d8faa05dee%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C1%7C637534913979274395%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=%2FYfibrKYo4ObbLRnhOqinTxTUYf%2BlHSLOGFsSpuNERE%3D&reserved=0
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O-so-so, o-so-so, pyong hwa ui imgum, 

Uriga hanmom iruge haso-so  

 Come now, O God of peace, we are your people, 

Pour out your Spirit, that we be one body. 

(VU34 “O-So-So” Words: Geonyong Lee. English translation: Marion Pope) 

 --------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Are not the sparrows sold for pennies? Yet, not a single sparrow falls to the ground 

without your Abba God’s knowledge. As for you, every hair on your head has been 

counted. So don’t be afraid of anything – you are worth more than an entire flock of 

sparrows.” Matt. 10:29-31 
  

   
Shining Waters Regional Council was deeply impacted by the recent shooting deaths of 

six Asian women in Atlanta, Georgia. We condemn racialized misogynistic violence 

and we pray for the families and the communities of those killed. We also pray for the 

safety of Asians in North America and globally who have experienced and reported 

anti-Asian racism, violence, and aggression since the start of the pandemic. We pray for 

many more who have not reported their experiences of targeted hate incidents and hate 

crimes. 

  

A hateful cacophony against the imagined enemy, China, has zeroed in on anyone 

perceived as or looking Asian but especially women, girls, and the elderly. 

  

Asian women and girls are frequently the targets of hyper-sexualization, infantilization, 

and objectification, and often misperceived as sex workers or nannies. As if women sex 

workers and domestics are not worthy of compassion or dignity. In contrast, Asian men 

and boys are frequently de-sexualized, emasculated. They, too, have been verbally and 

physically assaulted during the pandemic but reports are far fewer. Both binary 

gendered stereotypes are harmful and dehumanizing. Intersections of anti-Asian racism 

are felt in bodies, hearts, and spirits. 

  

Before Church Union in 1925 Asian Canadians were already faithful members of The 

United Church of Canada. Diverse Asian groups that followed have gifted the Church 

with their 5,000 years of rich and diverse histories, cultures, traditions, and gentle, 

resilient peoples. Yet, Asian members continue to this day to experience discrimination, 

marginalization, and vulnerability, as monolithic “newcomers.” 
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Asian United Church women and men in ministry have long struggled to have their rich 

gifts for ministry recognized and honoured, and their differently accented English 

understood and accepted. Some had trouble being ordained and were told that no 

congregation would call them because of their race. Some were told that no 

congregation could understand them because of their accent. Some were rejected by 

couples who wanted a White minister to marry them. Still others experience name 

calling and threats. 

 

We lament.  

  

We lament the need for Asians to try to assimilate into voiceless invisibility in order to 

try to fit in with the White dominant Church. 

  

We lament the micro-aggressions, “Where are you from?” and “You don’t look like a 

Canadian,” inevitably followed by, “Where are you really from?” eternalizing the 

persistent belief that Asians in Canada and in the Church are perpetual foreigners, never 

belonging. 

  

We lament the fallacy of Asians in Canada as an “invasive species” and “yellow 

peril,” escalating to “Go back where you came from,” when in fact this is Indigenous 

land on which Europeans are also invasive. 

  

We lament that incidents of violence and aggression towards Asians continue to 

escalate in correlation to the fabricated blame on Asians for the pandemic. 

  

We resist.  

  

We resist treating Asians in our church as “them” and not “us.” 

  

We resist labeling Asians as the compliant “model minority,” in other words, in closer 

proximity to the White majority and thus less vulnerable to racism and hate. 

  

We resist pitting one racialized group against another. 

  

We resist the problematic tendency for Church and society to play “oppression 

Olympics,” a constructed competition that judges one group’s oppression as more 

important than another’s, thus invalidating Asians and rendering anti-Asian racism 

invisible, trivial, and insignificant. 

  

We commit.  

  

In response to The United Church of Canada commitment to becoming an anti-racist 

Church, Shining Waters Regional Council is committed to the long-term, 

uncomfortable work of anti-racism: 

  

To learn to listen to different accents and voices with respect, patience, and genuine 
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humility. 

  

To learn to employ an anti-racist lens and postcolonial interpretation to how we read 

scripture and preach the Gospel message. 

  

To work persistently toward making the Church free of racism and dehumanization in 

word, action, and structure. 

  

And to work toward becoming a Church that is one body of belonging without 

hierarchy of perceived race in relation to White. 

  

As we engage in the struggle for justice for all peoples, 

May the power of the Spirit embolden us 

And the reconciliation of Christ inspire us 

In the presence of the Holy Mystery who is wholly love. 

  
  

   

 

David Leyton-Brown, President  

Shining Waters Regional Council 

 

and Asian United Church Women Elders in Ministry and Solidarity 
 

   
 

If you have any questions, please contact: 

Kim Uyede-Kai 

Minister, Communities of Faith Support, Anti-Racism, and Right Relations 

Shining Waters Regional Council 

The United Church of Canada 

Phone: 1-800-268-3781 ext. 6173 

Email: kuyedekai@united-church.ca 

   

Educational Resources to Help to Dismantle Anti-Asian Racism and tBuild Resistance 

  

Where Are You From? 

https://shiningwatersregionalcouncil.ca/asian-in-canada/ 

  

COVID 19 and the Racism Pandemic We Need to Talk About 

https://shiningwatersregionalcouncil.ca/covid-19-and-the-racism-pandemic-we-need-to-

talk-about/ 

  

The Pandemic of Racism. A Centre for Christian Studies Presentation 

https://shiningwatersregionalcouncil.ca/ccs-friday-the-pandemic-of-racism/ 

  

mailto:kuyedekai@united-church.ca
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fregion6.us7.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dc96a3ff183d5f064348f03d71%26id%3D300eb59fa1%26e%3Dc6dd36adbc&data=04%7C01%7Cswhitehead%40united-church.ca%7C520c1c0ff4a347c25d7908d8faa05dee%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C1%7C637534913979284389%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=SmDpoq6b9wk3opjOgbn2L8Jkig005dUWpZmc7J0AFns%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fregion6.us7.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dc96a3ff183d5f064348f03d71%26id%3Db26df68e53%26e%3Dc6dd36adbc&data=04%7C01%7Cswhitehead%40united-church.ca%7C520c1c0ff4a347c25d7908d8faa05dee%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C1%7C637534913979294384%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=aQqm1TfHIU9znUWWbiVm173xv1WnMtasdqcrszTWvtY%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fregion6.us7.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dc96a3ff183d5f064348f03d71%26id%3Db26df68e53%26e%3Dc6dd36adbc&data=04%7C01%7Cswhitehead%40united-church.ca%7C520c1c0ff4a347c25d7908d8faa05dee%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C1%7C637534913979294384%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=aQqm1TfHIU9znUWWbiVm173xv1WnMtasdqcrszTWvtY%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fregion6.us7.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dc96a3ff183d5f064348f03d71%26id%3D04dfb40cc6%26e%3Dc6dd36adbc&data=04%7C01%7Cswhitehead%40united-church.ca%7C520c1c0ff4a347c25d7908d8faa05dee%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C1%7C637534913979294384%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=u20KqZgJxELVBbxgUW%2B1DFiTZMQc%2Fz1IuXo4rXbQNf0%3D&reserved=0
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On Racism and White Allies 

https://united-church.ca/blogs/round-table/racism-and-white-allies 

  

A Prayer of Confession for Anti-Asian Racism and Sexism 

https://united-church.ca/prayers/prayer-confession-anti-asian-racism-and-sexism 

  

Addressing Anti-Asian Racism: A Resource for Educators. Toronto District School 

Board. 

https://www.tdsb.on.ca/Portals/0/docs/Addressing%20Anti-

Asian%20Racism%20Resource%20Booklet%20final%20web%20Jan%2024.pdf 

  

The Asian Virus: Anti-Asian Attacks Surge. An NBC News report. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sm2DKoOOmzo 

  

Twitter 

@ACT2endracism 

@angryasianman 

@ccnsj (Chinese Canadian Council for Social Justice) 

@NBCAsianAmerica 
  

   
  

 

Download a copy of this letter  

 

 

   

 
  

 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fregion6.us7.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dc96a3ff183d5f064348f03d71%26id%3D6b81c09e3d%26e%3Dc6dd36adbc&data=04%7C01%7Cswhitehead%40united-church.ca%7C520c1c0ff4a347c25d7908d8faa05dee%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C1%7C637534913979294384%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=%2BqeM2n8GjT%2B5TqkMaPcn2Dz0wWNr5GmQ9NPtZ5GjhGY%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fregion6.us7.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dc96a3ff183d5f064348f03d71%26id%3D076c0b31d4%26e%3Dc6dd36adbc&data=04%7C01%7Cswhitehead%40united-church.ca%7C520c1c0ff4a347c25d7908d8faa05dee%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C1%7C637534913979304376%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=TgfxjcDLY43nl7HBGkbAfMd7kcCD%2BVhXhWxoYiDX9mY%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fregion6.us7.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dc96a3ff183d5f064348f03d71%26id%3D5f7c4fd9de%26e%3Dc6dd36adbc&data=04%7C01%7Cswhitehead%40united-church.ca%7C520c1c0ff4a347c25d7908d8faa05dee%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C1%7C637534913979304376%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=S8icU2EVAJj%2ByYHmpeLupU0K4plTUtkzSnPqsvebHgM%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fregion6.us7.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dc96a3ff183d5f064348f03d71%26id%3D5f7c4fd9de%26e%3Dc6dd36adbc&data=04%7C01%7Cswhitehead%40united-church.ca%7C520c1c0ff4a347c25d7908d8faa05dee%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C1%7C637534913979304376%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=S8icU2EVAJj%2ByYHmpeLupU0K4plTUtkzSnPqsvebHgM%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fregion6.us7.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dc96a3ff183d5f064348f03d71%26id%3Da8a7d30338%26e%3Dc6dd36adbc&data=04%7C01%7Cswhitehead%40united-church.ca%7C520c1c0ff4a347c25d7908d8faa05dee%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C1%7C637534913979314368%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=EFB6acz1%2B7R28vhBSIe6zAFq3GvkCKmtG0b%2FFjQMXYg%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fregion6.us7.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dc96a3ff183d5f064348f03d71%26id%3D8cb779c0c0%26e%3Dc6dd36adbc&data=04%7C01%7Cswhitehead%40united-church.ca%7C520c1c0ff4a347c25d7908d8faa05dee%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C1%7C637534913979314368%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=DDSDDM5DMaSHHFeIfpTF4gBjc72tMOpjhBb3TmHHf2I%3D&reserved=0

