Canadian Shield Regional Council
Licensed Lay Worship Leaders
July 1, 2020 – June 30, 2021

The Canadian Shield Regional Council is blessed by many trained lay people
who serve the Church as Licensed Lay Worship Leaders. These folks have taken
the required training and been licensed as those who are equipped to provide Sunday morning
worship on a supply basis.
The Regional Council has set a policy that the minimum (this means a pastoral charge can pay
more than the minimum or the LLWL may request more than the minimum) rate of
remuneration for Licensed Lay Worship Leaders is $150 per Sunday plus mileage and expenses.
A pastoral charge must issue T4As to those Licensed Lay Worship Leaders to whom they have paid
more than $500 in a calendar year.
Licensed Lay Worship Leaders are not intended to provide continual coverage every Sunday to a
pastoral charge. There are many different circumstances of pastoral charges in our Canadian Shield
Regional Council that require the reliance upon our Licensed Lay Worship Leaders but in general it
would be encouraged to use a variety of LLWLs over the year. The Pastoral Relations Commission
has yet to set a policy naming a specific number of Sundays per month.
The information is organized geographically from west to east in terms of where the LLWLs are
located. The Licensed Lay Worship Leaders were invited to provide information for posting, some
have chosen to simply have their name and contact information notes, others have provided more
information.

Canadian Shield West
( Wawa west to Thunder Bay including Manitouwadge & Hornepaye)
George Bott St. John’s Marathon george.bott@gmail.com 807-228-1274
is a Licensed Lay Worship Leader with Ministry of Supervision qualifications, George
is a retired educator who worked at elementary, secondary, college and university
levels. He carries a strong belief in the need to build the skills of discipleship. He
has participated actively in all courts of the church. His interest in use of technology
in worship benefits his local congregation and many others who are now using the
worship dropbox. He is currently also a mentor for the online LLWL course.

Joy Bott St. John’s Marathon ajoybott@gmail.com (807) 229-1278
Joy has been a Licensed Lay Worship Leader for many years and is presently sharing
those gifts with a regional group of churches without ministers. She finds that her
Ministry of Supervision qualifications can be used broadly throughout the church to
support not only those requiring educational supervision but also those needing
support to step out with their gifts and skills. She is a retired educator who lives her
understanding of life long learning as a mentor for the online LLWL course.
Lorna Chiupka First United, Wawa lmchiupka10@gmail.com 705-856-1518
Lorna is kept busy with supporting the worship life of First United.
Robert Cosbey Trinity United, Thunder Bay rcosbey@gmail.com or phone
807-630-6521
I took lay worship leadership training in Saskatchewan from 2016 to 2017,
completing my final preaching assignment on August 20, 2017. Days later I had
my first chemo treatment, then hopped in the back of our MINI and drove to
Thunder Bay with my wife and daughter, house still unsold, hoping for – but
unsure of – a seamless transition to the Ontario health system. All of which
highlighted the grace of God rather vividly.
My long-time contribution to worship has mainly been through participation in the choir – of my
home church and others – and I see musical elements in the service as very important.
I see a great benefit in having guest preachers from time to time, to bring a wider perspective and
diversity of ideas and styles to the congregation, and as there also seems to be an increasing need for
pulpit supply, I see lay worship leadership as an opportunity to offer a needed service. I know it’s an
opportunity for me to grow in discipleship.
Given the level of commitment to my home congregation through participation in the choir and
occasional pulpit supply, I would only be able to accept a limited number of invitations to other
congregations. I would welcome invitations from anywhere in Thunder Bay and neighbouring
communities, say within 30- or 40-minutes’ drive.

Brian Mundell Thessalon bn.mundell@gmail.com
Brian is a true Northerner, born and raised north of Thunder Bay.
He came “down north” to Thessalon in 1969 to begin a 40-year teaching
career. He began leading worship in the 1980’s and has led services from
Elliot Lake to Manitouwadge and many places in between, becoming a
LLWL in 1998.

He served on Algoma Presbytery and London Conference for many years and is now a
representative to the Canadian Shield Regional Council. He and his wife, Nancy, also a LLWL
are the proud parents of 2 daughters and enjoy the 4 best granddaughters in the world. It is
his prayer that sharing in worship will be a meaningful experience for all.
Nancy Mundell Thessalon bn.mundell@gmail.com
Nancy was born and raised in Thessalon. A retired RN, she has always found
her church life a meaningful part of her faith journey, having served in many
executive roles through Algoma Presbyterial UCW and London Conference
UCW, her local churchcouncil as well as the newly formed Central Algoma
Church Communities Cluster.Nancy has been a LLWL since 2001 and is
challenged and rewarded by preparing and presenting a meaningful worship
service. She has led worship in many churches from Elliot Lake to Manitouwadge and looks
forward to continued worship and service to others in the Canadian Shield Regional Council.
She and her husband, Brian, an LLWL, enjoy visiting their 2 daughters and families and
spending quality time with their 4 wonderful granddaughters.
Lori Van Santvoort-Jansekovich Broadway United, Thunder Bay jansekovich@tbaytel.net
Phone : 807-344-2045
Nancy Vernon St. John’s United, Marathon vernon.nancy57@gmail.com

Canadian Shield Central (Sault Ste. Marie east to Sudbury )
Cathy Bright Echo Bay, Sault Ste. Marie Area brightcathy@gmail.com
Cathy has been a LLWL since 2011. She lives in Sault Ste. Marie but attends Echo Bay United Church
which she has attended since Grade Two. Cathy is married to Fred and has three grown children. She
has been humbled, challenged and honoured to worship with the many congregations in Algoma.
Elaine Brummer Sudbury holidayrover@hotmail.com
705-988-5356
Elaine graduated from Laurentian University with a Bachelor of Arts (Gerontology) in 2005. For over
30 years her volunteer work included helping the homeless and providing worship leadership in Long
Term Care Facilities. She is proud grandmother to Thomas, Hannah, Tessa & Claire. Her hobbies
include gardening, knitting & recently golf.
Gail Cronin Little Current gail.cronin@hotmail.com 705- 368-1731
Reflecting and sharing the Word of the Lord has been a privilege for the past 27 years. I have been
licenced by the United Church for the past 15years and continue to enjoy meeting and sharing time
with congregations. Each congregation is a gift, and unique in their worship and the smaller
congregations have a special place in my heart. I am a member of Little Current United Church on

Manitoulin Island and will lead worship where ever the Lord may call me. My type of Worship
Services and Preaching is traditional style based on the Scripture of the day. I am more than happy to
do Power Point presentations within the worship service if it is requested or a usual part of Sunday
Service.
Martha Cunningham Closs Onaping Falls cunninghamcloss@hotmail.com 705-966-2076
Jane Graham St. Andrew’s Blind River gjane7441@gmail.com

705 356 2525

I have been a LLWL since 2001 after being certified by Algoma Presbytery. Since that time, I have filled
the pulpit in many of the surrounding churches as many are without ministry personnel. It has indeed
been rewarding for me and I feel that this is definitely one of callings in the united church. I have filled
a variety of rolls in presbytery , conference, and in the national church. I feel that my research for
preparing meditations has greatly enriched my faith journey. It is indeed a privilege to share my
thoughts and feelings from the pulpit in hopes that it helps someone else. Church is a place where we
come not only to reconnect with God but also to reconnect with our church family. through prayer,
music, readings and of course fellowship.
I have in the past and am willing to travel up to 150 km to conduct a service. I have been a member of
St. Andrews UC in Blind River since 1968.
Jim Graham
Elliot Lake
grahampajim@eastlink.ca 705-461-1278
Retired elementary teacher (1998) and enjoyed my Licensed Lay Leaders Course under the
direction of Kathleen McCallum from 2009 - 2011. Enjoy recreation and music as favourite
pass-time. Six years as a member of Sudbury Presbytery for Holy Trinity Church in Elliot
Lake; served on Property and Finance (Stewardship) Committee.
Vivian Hall Echo Bay United, Sault Ste. Marie area donandvivhall@sympatico.ca 705-248-1834
Marguerite Hayes Trinity Manitoulin, Manitoulin Island mhayes@amtelecom.net 705-377-4076
Received BA with Major in Psychology and a double minor in Religious Studies and Sociology in
1988. Returned to University to get BTH in 2002 - presently Lay Worship Leader and continue
to renew WLL annually. Retired as Executive Director from Community Living Manitoulin in
September 2008; returned March 2011 for an additional 14 months.
Cindy Hebert

Chelmsford

705-855-7855

cindyhebert@hotmail.com

I’ve been very active at Larchwood United Church in Dowling for 25 years. I retired last year, but
previously worked for 33 years in the field of Mental Health. Fairness, equality and justice matter very
much to me. I have always been heartened by Jesus the Rebel, who stood in solidarity with
marginalized persons. I currently help my daughter in her baking business at our local Farmer’s
market, which gives me great delight, working so closely with farmers and makers who love the land,
and are SO dedicated to cooperative practices. They inspire me to have faith in the hands and hearts
of God , always in our midst. My passion as a LLWL is to bring the scriptures to life, and make the

Good News as experiential as possible, so we can connect to the teachings and find ways to LIVE
them.
My home base in Dowling. I am willing to travel up to 1.5 hours in any direction, to your church. This
could be further in exceptional circumstances but only with plenty of notice for planning purposes,
and of course weather permitting in our unpredictable winters.
Marg Hiddleston Bruce Mines United, Bruce Mines mehiddleston@bell.net and that is a good way
to get in touch with me.
I have been a Licensed Lay Worship Leader since February, 2017. I enjoy researching and writing my
sermons. I try to inject a little of myself and a little humour in each service I deliver. I still find writing
prayers to be challenging, I guess because I feel a little vulnerable speaking about my faith and
because I am familiar with most of the congregations, I don't want to feel judged.
I am comfortable driving one hour from my home, so that means I can cover from Blind River, Ontario
to Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario.
Bonnie Kirk Desbarats United Church, Echo Bay dragonfly_307@hotmail.com 705-248-3260
Ross MacLeod Cloudsee United, Bruce Mines ross.rostridge@gmail.com cell 705-206-9329 best

method of contact is the cell phone
Ross is currently living in Sudbury. Ross is willing to cover from Sault Ste. Marie to North Bay and
north and south of that line. If mileage is a concern, he is able to use either Bruce Mines or Sudbury
as a starting point.
John McDonald Goulais River United, Goulais River
miriam.johnmcd@gmail.com Cell: 705-542-2609 Home: 705-649-2671
I have been a LLWL in the Algoma Presbytery for the past three years and
have served the Goulais River United Church in various capacities since 1985. I
enjoy speaking the Gospel at various churches in the area and am willing to
speak wherever needed if possible. I am retired from the work force so my
time is fairly free
Availability: I can travel as far east as Blind River and North including Goulais River. If
accommodations are supplied, I could go farther...eg Manitowadge or Elliot Lake.
Faye Moffatt Trinity, Capreol 1fmoffatt@sympatico.ca 705-858-1415
705-920-8570 (cell)
Faye’s background includes a rewarding 30-year high school teaching career,
volunteering as church camp counselor and youth leader, and 50 years as an
enthusiastic church and community musician. She enjoys leading ecumenical
worship at local institutions, doing pastoral visiting for her home church
Trinity United Capreol, participating in and leading Bible study and justice
initiatives. Completed LLWL in 2015-2017. Flexible: comfortable with projection technology, different

styles of worship including Taizé, drama, outdoor. Will travel throughout Sudbury area, east to
Sturgeon, west to Massey. For Manitoulin Island, prefer April-November.
Brian Mundell Zion United, Thessalon bn.mundell@gmail.com 705-842-2030
Nancy Mundell Zion United, Thessalon bn.mundell@gmail.com 705-842-2030
Marie Rinne East Korah-Maxwell, Sault Ste. Marie mrinne@shaw.ca 705-946-5842
I’m currently the Music Director at East Korah Maxwell United Church, and became a Licensed Lay
Worship Leader in 2011. I enjoy doing pulpit supply, and I also enjoy providing the music at EKM’s
Sunday worship services. My commitment to the music ministry at my home church limits the number
of pulpit supply invitations I can accept, and requires a fair bit of advance notice. Being a Licensed Lay
Worship Leader provides me with wonderful opportunities to learn and grow in my faith, and
encourages and guides me to tackle those difficult scripture passages and questions that I might
otherwise be tempted to avoid. One of the most valuable things I learned during the LLWL course was
that everyone has their own unique style of leading worship and delivering a message. While styles
may differ, our love for God and desire to share the good news is our common theme.

Nancy Rouble East Korah-Maxwell, Sault Ste. Marie rouble.family@sympatico.ca 705-949-7818
I have attended church all of my life, first as a Presbyterian and now as a member of
the United Church of Canada. Preparing for church services is a form of worship for
me. I love to read scripture, think about it over a few days (and especially on my
dog walks with Faith, my schnauzer) and then come up with something meaningful
or inspiring to me. I can only pray that it touches other people as well. I often share
my wonderings and questioning as well. And sometimes, my messages have delved
into darker corners, but – as a friend of mine said – I always re-emerge in the light
by the end of the message. Mostly, I am a happy person, and my faith is a big part
of that happiness.
Usually, I lead worship anywhere between Goulais River and Thessalon. I would also go as far as Iron
Bridge or Blind River if necessary. I may babysit on a Sunday sometimes, so could go to church with a
couple of kids in tow.
Judy Sears Willowgrove United, Sault Ste. Marie judysears57@gmail.com 705-254-4264
Dawn Yorke

Espanola ucespanola@eastlink.ca 705-869-2255

Dawn grew up in the Sudbury/Espanola area. She graduated from Canadore and Cambrian College
with degrees in Legal Secretary and Executive Assistant. She has been employed as
secretary/treasurer at Espanola United Church for the past six years, and has been the lay
representative to Presbytery for four years. She completed the LLWL course led by Rev. Kathleen

McCallum 2013-2015. Dawn serves Espanola and Manitoulin Island when requested for Sunday
services.
Wanda Wilding East Korah-Maxwell, Sault Ste. Marie prefer to be emailed wandawilding@hotmail.com
or telephone 705-254-4766. When we are away, we leave the answering machine on.
I have been a Licensed Lay Worship Leader since 2009. I enjoy joining in worship with the smaller
congregations but am open to any congregational size. Leading worship over the years in your many
congregations has helped me grow in my faith. I have learned many things from many different
congregations. Attending the same church throughout the summer/fall months have given me
opportunities to share experiences which have included a mini “series” of sermons. I believe in
worshipping in your setting so bringing together the songs, prayers and the reflection on scriptures in
the way you want it is important to me. It is a blessing from God that I can be a part of your church
family.
My home church is East Korah Maxwell United Church in Sault Ste Marie. I prefer not to travel more
than 1 hour from Sault Ste Marie. I am available from the third week of April until the end of October
as I winter in Florida.

Canadian Shield Northeast

(Hwy 11 north from Temagami to Hearst, Val d’Or, Chapleau )
There are currently no Licensed Lay Worship Leaders located in this area.

Canadian Shield East

(East of Sudbury – Sturgeon Falls, North Bay, to the southern boundary of the Regional
Council)
Karen Brophey Trinity, North Bay karenbrophey@gmail.com Phone (705) 752-2211
My faith journey led me to enter the Licensed Lay Leadership education program in 2013. Since
completion in 2015, it has been my privilege and joy to lead worship services at several faith
communities in the area previously known as North Bay Presbytery. My approach to worship is
scripturally based, typically framed in a story-telling style and as they relate to contemporary times.
I am able to offer pulpit supply services within a 100 km distance from North Bay.
Linda Clarke South River lindaclarke07@gmail.com 705 386-2333

Donald Clysdale Trinity United, North Bay dclysdale@hotmail.com

Phone 705-978-1789

I have been an LLWL since 2003, but my lay preaching experience started in the
early 1990s in Fallowfield United, just outside Ottawa, under Rev. Gordon
Roberts. No formal licensing was needed to lead a service within your home
church. One thing I particularly like about leading a service is the opportunity to
learn and to uncover new interpretations of familiar texts. Between travel and
other activities, I generally only manage to lead a few services per year. Music is
very important to me, and I often bring my viola along to accompany the
hymns.
My home church is now Trinity United in North Bay, after many years at Knox Callander until it closed
in 2016. For leading a service, I prefer it be within an hour’s drive from Callander.
Rob Farris Trinity United, North Bay rfarris@cogeco.ca 705-497-0499
Peter Haddow St. Andrew’s United, North Bay peatmoss58@yahoo.ca Home (705) 474-3869 or
cell # (705) 499-7473
I have been a Licensed Lay Worship Leader since 2017 and enjoy offering
leadership with other congregations. Each community of faith has its own
special gifts and I have been so blessed to be apart of their celebrations. I
believe in Gods' love which is the source of all life and I strive to live in it
through my words and actions. I believe we are all children of God and share
all the wonders God has created with respect for all. My services are based on
the lectionary and reflect what is happening not only in the world but in our
own community.
My home congregation is St. Andrews United in North Bay. I am willing to travel to any congregation
with an hour and a half drive from North Bay. I would consider invitations from further away with the
provision of accommodation.
Elizabeth Henderson Callander elizabethlovesmusic2@gmail.com 705-752-1042
Ron Holotuk Loring Pastoral Charge, Golden Valley rlholotuk@yahoo.ca 705-729-2874
I live on hwy 522 west of Trout Creek Ont. In the old North Bay Presbytery area
Brenda McLay North Bay brenda.mclay@hotmail.com 705-472-5253
Frances Morris Phelps Pastoral Charge, Redbridge fmorris641@gmail.com 705-663-2235
Linda Sarginson Chalmers United, South River linda.sarginson@sympatico.ca 705-386-0378
I live in South River, and my home congregation is Chalmer's United. I have been a Licensed Lay
Worship Leader for approximately 27 years.
I would be willing to travel from the North Bay Area to the Burks Falls Area, including
Nipissing/Restoule, Loring, Magnetawan areas.

John Sheridan Trinity United, North Bay sheridanj777@yahoo.com 705-476-0685
I am a member of Trinity United Church in North Bay.
I was raised in an evangelical church in Newmarket, Ontario, and my messages will
have an evangelical overtone. I joined the United Church of Canada in 1973 when I
was baptized, along with my first 2 children, in Queensville, Ontario. I moved to
North Bay in 1974, and have been active in the work of the church since that time.
I am very proud to be a graduate of the Licensed Lay Worship Leadership class of
2015. My belief is that we are all gifted in one way or another, for the sharing of the
Lord's message, remembering that "we are not alone".
My wife Linda jokingly quips at times when I get on a rant that; "that's the gospel by John".
So that is what I call it when I lead a service; you will be getting, "The Gospel by John".
I look forward to sharing the "Gospel by John" with you.

I can do all things through Christ, who strengthens me! Philippians 4: 13
I am open to invitations from anywhere in the Regional Council but primarily within an hour and half
drive of North Bay.
Kathie Smith St. Andrew’s United, Sturgeon Falls kgssmith7@gmail.com 705-753-4954

