Orange Shirt Day
September 30", 2019
MA4RR (Minute for Right Relations)

What is Orange Shirt Day?

The “orange shirt” in Orange Shirt Day refers to the new shirt that
Phyllis Webstad was given to her by her grandmother for her first
day of school at St. Joseph’s Mission residential school in British
Columbia. When Phyllis got to school, they took away her clothes,
including her new shirt. It was never returned.

Orange Shirt Day honours the legacy of Residential School Survivors,
Intergenerational Survivors, and those that did not survive, as an act
of reconciliation.

Orange Shirt Day is an opportunity for people, local governments,
schools and communities to come together in the spirit of
reconciliation and hope for generations of children to come.

As children return to school in the fall, September 30 was chosen for
Orange Shirt Day as it was also the time of year that children had to
leave their homes and communities to attend residential schools.

Please remember to wear orange on Monday September 30" (and
in church on Sunday September 29%) as a sign of your commitment
to reconciliation, to take time to share with people why you are
wearing orange, and to continue to advocate for the changes we
need to make to achieve reconciliation.

Prepared by Lisa Blais, DLM on behalf of the Canadian Shield Regional
Council’s Right Relations Resource Team
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